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The Houses of Parliament. This stately and 
extensive pile of buildings in a rich late-Gothic style 
has the noble river on the further side, not shown in 
the picture. Looking from left to right we see here the world 
famous Clock Tower, other towers and pinnacles showing 
behind Westminster Hall the only ancient part of the buildings, 
and on the extreme right the magnificent Victoria Tower 
beneath which is the Royal Entrance. 
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The Houses of Parliament are a most imposing 
; pile of buildings viewed from the river. On their 
site once stood the ancient Royal Palace of 
! Edward the Confessor, which, however, was con- 
: siderably altered and rebuilt by William Rufus 
i and Kings Stephen and Henry VIII. Part of 
these buildings were destroyed during the Great 
Fire of 1666, and the “ New Palace of West¬ 
minster ” was erected by Sir Charles Barry at a 
cost of £3,000,000. 
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